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Subject: [CCSS]	  Message	  #50:	  PARCC	  resources	  released
Date: Friday,	  May	  3,	  2013	  1:43:09	  PM	  Central	  Daylight	  Time

From: ccss@lists.state.ar.us	  (sent	  by	  ccss-‐bounces@lists.state.ar.us	  <ccss-‐bounces@lists.state.ar.us>)
To: ccss@lists.state.ar.us

Dear	  Arkansas	  Educator:

Please	  read	  the	  information	  below	  from	  PARCC	  requesting	  input	  on	  the
DRAFT	  Accommodations	  Manual	  and	  the	  release	  of	  the	  Assessment	  Blueprints
and	  Test	  Specifications	  Documents.

**********************************************************

PARCC	  Releases	  Draft	  Accommodations	  Manual	  For	  Public	  Comment
WASHINGTON,	  D.C.	  -‐	  April	  18,	  2013	  -‐	  The	  Partnership	  for	  Assessment	  of
Readiness	  for	  College	  and	  Careers	  (PARCC)	  today	  released	  for	  public
comment	  a	  draft	  of	  the	  full	  accommodations	  manual	  for	  the	  assessments
currently	  being	  developed	  by	  the	  22-‐state	  consortium.

The	  draft	  PARCC	  Accommodations	  Manual	  is	  a	  comprehensive	  policy	  document
that	  will	  support	  local	  educators	  in	  the	  selection,	  administration,	  and
evaluation	  of	  accommodations	  for	  the	  assessment	  of	  students	  with
disabilities	  (SWD)	  and	  English	  learners	  (EL)	  on	  the	  PARCC	  End-‐of-‐Year,
Performance-‐Based	  and	  optional	  Mid-‐Year	  assessment	  components.	  	  The
release	  of	  the	  manual	  is	  an	  important	  step	  in	  meeting	  PARCC's	  commitment
to	  accessibility	  for	  all	  students,	  especially
SWD	  and	  EL.

The	  public	  review	  period	  allows	  for	  feedback	  from	  a	  wide	  group	  of
stakeholders,	  including	  K-‐12	  educators,	  parents,	  curriculum	  and	  assessment
Experts,	  and	  interest	  groups.	  	  From	  April	  18	  through	  May	  13,	  2013,	  the
draft	  PARCC	  Accommodations	  Manual	  and	  a	  feedback	  survey	  will	  be	  posted	  on
the	  PARCC	  website	  for	  the	  public	  to	  provide	  feedback,	  along	  with	  a	  set	  of
Frequently	  Asked	  Questions	  (FAQ).	  This	  information	  is	  found	  at	  the
following
link:
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-‐draft-‐accommodations-‐manual.

*************************************************************

PARCC	  Releases	  Assessment	  Blueprints	  and	  Test	  Specifications	  Documents
WASHINGTON,	  D.C.	  -‐	  April	  30,	  2013	  -‐	  The	  Partnership	  for	  Assessment	  of
Readiness	  for	  College	  and	  Careers	  (PARCC)	  today	  released	  assessment
blueprints	  and	  test	  specifications	  for	  both	  the	  English	  language
arts/literacy	  and	  mathematics	  assessments	  set	  to	  debut	  in	  2014-‐15.	  These
blueprints	  and	  test	  specifications	  will	  help	  educators	  better	  prepare
students	  for	  the	  new	  online	  assessments	  that	  are	  aligned	  to	  the	  more
rigorous	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  (CCSS)	  and	  designed	  to	  measure
college	  and	  career	  readiness.
For	  more	  information	  on	  the	  assessment	  blueprints	  and	  test	  specifications,
including	  a	  narrated	  overview	  PowerPoints	  and	  a	  FAQ	  document,	  visit
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-‐blueprints-‐test-‐specs.

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-draft-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-blueprints-test-specs
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Please	  note	  that	  at	  this	  time	  all	  supporting	  documents	  are	  marked	  as
drafts.

Please	  share	  this	  information	  with	  those	  that	  you	  know	  that	  might	  be
interested!	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  serving	  the	  students	  of	  Arkansas!

Want	  to	  be	  added	  to	  the	  ADE	  CCSS	  ListServ??	  If	  so,	  please	  send	  your	  name,
e-‐mail	  address	  and	  district	  name	  to	  abby.cress@arkansas.gov

Stay	  Connected	  with	  ADE!!	  Follow	  us	  on	  Twitter	  -‐	  @ArkansasEd	  ***	  Like	  us
on	  Facebook	  -‐	  ArkansasEd

_______________________________________________

Arkansas	  Department	  of	  Education
Learning	  Services	  Division
Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  Section
Director:	  Dr.	  Tracy	  Tucker
(501)	  682-‐7442
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